RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES IN INDIA,

By Covoxen A. E. MAHON, D.S.0O,

NTIL a few vears ago the earliest known monuments of India were
roughly masignable to the Tth or 8th century B.C. The absence of
structures of an earlier period was then supposed to be due to the fact

that ull previous architeoture has been of wood and had completely perished.
The recent excavations, however, at Mohenjo-darn, in Sind and at Hamppa in
the Punjab, have completely revolutionized idens on this subjoot amd proved
that as far back as the thirl and foorth millennia B.C. and probably much
earlior still, India was in possession of a highly developed civilization with
large and populons cities, well built houses, temples and public buildings of
brick, and many other amenities enjoyed at that peried by the peoples of
Megopotamia and Egypt.

At Mohenjodaro an srea of some 17,000 square yards has now been
cleared to a depth of about 18 feet below the surface. Hero—is also at
Taxila—the building construction improves as the lower lovels are reached.
The antiquities that have been recovered from the lower stratn prove that the
art of the seal cutter was of o very high order during the earlior periods of
oocupation. In the course of excavating one of the main arteries of the city
five olearly defined periods of occupation were passed throogh, each with its
own drinage aystem.

At Hamppa one of the low-lying portions of the site has yielded abun-
dant skolotal remains. Besides seemingly complete burials in open ground, 110
burin]l jars were recoversd in another part of the site. So far, only 27 of
these vessels have beon cxamined and were found to contain skulls and human
bones, and are apparontly fractional burials. From the paintings on these
jars, of flying pescocks alicrnating with stars, and with o human figore pleed
horizontally within the body of each bind, it is surmised that the peacock
misy have been believed to carry the ethereal body of the dead to the Abode
of Bliss, snd possibly accounts for the strong superstitions feeling for this bird
which is still so marked in many parts of India,

Recent survoys of the prohistorio sites in Indin have yielded striking
ovidence of their widesprend distribution and also of the fact that they are
not ull attributable to one civilization. Trial excavations in 1020.30 at Amri
—iear the station of that name on the Hohri-Kotri Section of the Naorth.
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Western Roilwny—brought to light the remaing of stone walls of two strata of
ocoupation. The upper stratom yielded painted pottery and other relies similar
to those from Mohenjo-duro, while from the lower stratum embedded in the silt
of the Indus was recovered a peculinr typo of thin painted ware of entirely
different fabric and omament and resembling pottery from Baluchistan and
Soistan. This stratification brings ont the remarkable faet that many of the
sites in Haluchistan and Seistan must have been antecedent to the Indus
valley oulturs, and that in the Indus valley itself the earliest civilization is
not that represented st Mohenjo-daro and Harappa.

Thie Indus valley colture hus now boen traced as far as Rupar in the
Ambaln  District, relatively close to the watershed of the Sutlej and Jumna
and it is therefore highly improbable that this civilisation was confined to the
Indus vallay,

Of the various discoveries mudo recently at Taxila, the most striking were
several hordes of jewellery found by Sir John Marshall, consisting of bangles,
bracelets, finger-rings, rosettes, a hair pin, and two interesting little reliels of
Eros and the winged Aphrodite. All these objoots are gold and many are
eneriisted with coloured paste or gems. Along with them wore o fow articles
of silver,—incloding two small dishes bearing brief inscription in Kharoshthi,
and a dozen coins belonging to the close of the Parthian or lLeginning of the
Rushan epoch. A few picces from the Bhir Moand belong to the Mauryan
period, but the bulk of it is reforable to the beginning of the Kushan epoch,
—that is, to about the first centurv A, D.

In the large Monastery of Paharpur, in the Rajshahi District of Bengal,
over o hundred cells have been oxposed and, except for the Southern and
South-Eastern portions of the quadrangle, the whole vikdra, the largest over
discovered in Indin, is now opon to view. The antiquities recently discoversd
were scanty, a few stone and bronie statusttes and an inseribed pillar with
XII century epigraph being the most noteworthy,

In Bihar and Orissa some progress has been made in the explocation of
the extensive and important Buddhist site nt Nalanda, The most interesting
finds were eight beautiful images of broneze amd stone.

Further exoavation of the Nsparjunikondi site in the Ountur District of
the Madras Presidency resulted in the mcovery of a number of beautifol and
interesting bas-reliefs of the Amaravati style.

Exeavations in Burms wers undertaken st Halin in the Shwebo District,
at Old Prome, and Pagan, but save for wn insoription in Pyu and a carved
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stone decorated with figures, presumably of Pyu date, very little of importance
was recoversd. A site in private ownership near Bassein yielded an inseription
it Talaing and Pali of the XV.XV] century,

The remains recently brought to light st Mohonjoadaro tend to eonflrm
earlier impressions that the amenities of life enjovid by the average citicon of
that city were far in advance of anything to be found st that time in Baby.
lonia or on the banks of the Nile. Although there are proofs of a clese
eulturnl connection between Southern Mesopotamin and Sind, even at Ur the
houses are by no means equal in point of construction to those of Mohenjo-
daro, nor are they provided with s system of drainage ot all comparable with
that found in the lntier xite,

One of the most striking of the seals recovered al Harmappn dopiots n
procession of seven men wearing kilts and helmets and marehing in a line
from right to left. A unique object found in this low stratum was a model in
copper of o two.wheeled cart with a gabled roof and drver seated in front,
Sir John Marshall states that this is, possibly, the oldest known example of a
wheeled vehiole; older even than the stele fragment with the pictore of a
chariot recently found Ly Mr. Woolley at Ur, which in its turn antedates by
a thousand years the use of the wheel in Egypt.

With the progress of exploration it has beeoms evident that the conpeo-
tion of the Mohenjo.daro and Hamppe civilizations with the Somerian civiliza-
tion of Mesopotamia was due, not to actoal identity of eulture, but to the
intimate commervial or other intercourse between the two eountries,

Among other interesting discoveries il has beon established that cotton
textiles were in use at Mohenjo.daro 3,000 yvears B.C.

At Harappa an interesting seal was recently recovered bearing s ropressnt-
ation of the Earth Goddess, Among terracottas were human figures of men
seated with legs drawn up in a devotional attitude, others squatting with their
knees clasped in their arms, theee nude figuees, one of which is seated on a
three logged stool, pregnant women, others suckling babies, one kneading bread,
and another with her hands placed sideways over her hips.

The most remarkable and most valeable find of small antiquities that has
yet been made at Taxila was recently made in Sickap, and consisted of o
hoard of gold and silver orpanments and of silver vesssls,

Several important results emerge from the recent excavations at Paharpur,
in Bengal, namely: the disoovery that a prosperous sehool of senlpture existed
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in Bongal earlier than any so far known, and tho recovery of images of ortho-
dox Brahmanical deities in an undoubledly Buddbist monument as well as of
the earliest known scolptures in East India depicting the exploita of the boy
Krishna, and the earlieat images of Krishna and Radha. The Paharpur finds
take back the beginnings of Krishna worship in Bengal to the sixth century
B.C.

Within the lust few vears our knowledge of the olid civilizations, and
especially that of the Indus Cuolture, has been considernbly enriched by the
digcoveries referred to above, It haa been established that the specimens of
wheat fonnd in Mohenjo-daro resemble the common varlety grown in the
Punjab to-day. There are also strong reasons for inforring that the rainfall in
Sind and the Western Punjab was then somewhst heavier than it s now |
alio that the Sind woas watered by two large rivers instend of one, The food
of the Indus people, in addition to broad and milk, consisted of beef, mutton
and pork; the flesh of tortoises, turtles and gharial; also fresh fish from the
Indus and dried fish (mported from the sea coast, Among domesticated
animals o far no traoe has beon found of the cat.

Male attire among the upper classes consisted of a skirt or kilt fastened
round the waist, and » plain or patterned shawl, which was drawn over the
left and under the right shounlder. Men wore short beards and whiskers, with
the upper lip shaven, Their hair was taken hack from the forehead and coiled
in o knot at the back of the head with o fillst to support it. Among the
lower classes, men went nakoed, and women with a narrow loin cloth only,
though there is one statuette of o dancing girl without even this garment,
From which it would appear that clothes were worn more for the make of
adormment than from any sense of shame, Omaments wore worn {reely by all
elakses alike.

From the surprising paucity of weapons that have heen recovored it would
appest that the cities of Harappa and Mohenjo-daro wore but little acquainted
with warfare. Evidence shows that the peopls wers [amiliar with the art of
writing.

The main features of the Indus religion as revealed up to the present
are :—the worship of a Mother Goddess, and, side by side with her, a mnlo
god, who i identifiable with Siva; the worship of animals both roal and
fabulons and of thero-anthropic ecrcatures, as well as belief in Nagas; the
worship of trees and bactylic and phallic stones, including the lings and yoni.
‘There can be no question” seys Sir John Marsball, * that most of the slements
found at Mohenjodaro and Harappa are characteristically Indian and that they
earry bick the story of Hinduism to an age hefore the coming of the Aryuns,
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thiis disposing of the commonly accepted view that these elomeonts represent o
popular form of worship evolved by the Indo-Aryansa themselves.

It has been established that the Indus civilization extended over much of
Haluchistan as well as over Sind and the Punjab; there is also evidence
to show thoat it extended eastward over Cuteh and Kathiawar towards the
Dekbon. Thore i no question that it formed part and parcel of the wide
flung Chaleolithio eulture of Asis and Earope.

It is, perhaps, one of the most curious ad unexpected results obiained
that the Travels of Apolloniuse of Tyann in their accounts of Taxila contain
soveral particulars which tally remarkably well with recent discoveries on the
spot. Hir John Marshall conclodes that Apollonius did in fact visit Taxila,
probably in the vear 44, A.D.

Among the numerous antiquities which the site of Rirkap has vielded,
perhaps the most fascinating 18 a bronze statuctte (beight 5 inches) re.
presenting the Egyptian childgod Horus or, as the Greeks called him, Har
pokmates, wearing on his head the double crown of Upper aml Nether Fgypt.
His right hand is raised to his lips as if to impose silence.

Sir Aurel Btein's recont cxplorations in Baluchistan and Wasziristan, on
the North-West frontior of Indin have provided wmple proof that the ° chal-
colithic ' eivilization of prehistorie Sind once extended to those territories,

The explorations of Mr. Hargreaves at Nil, in the Jhalnwiin Division of
the Kalit State, have demonstruted the oxistonce in Baluchistan of a daoli
chocephalic people who used hoth stone and mud brick for building porposes,
whose tools and weapons were of copper and who carefully buried their dead
in different ways; a people acquainted with the art of melting ores and highly
skillod in working refractory stones, capable of spinning if not wenving.

From the valuable knowledge wo have gained from recent discoveries it is
evident that further explomtion will olear up othor debatable points and nsdd
considerably to the knowledge already gained. There remains a vast and
almost virgin field yet to be explored by the practical archmologist. It is no
cxnggeration to eay that the archmological discoveries that have beon made
in Indin within the Inst few wvears have opened up an ontirely new vista;
have upgel many of our former beliefs and theories, while confirming others
and have, owing to their stupendoos importance, evoked o world-wide interest,
We may confidently look forward to further explorations yielding more dis-
coveries of supreme interest in the near future.
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