CHRONICLE OF CENTRAL ASIATIC EXPLORATION
FOR 1931.

FPYHE year 1931 has soon several large oxpeditions in the field in Ceniral
Asin,

The veteran explorer, Sir Aurel Stein, accompaniad by his Survoyoer
Khiin Sahib Mian Afrax Guol Khiin, etarted in the summer of 1930 on his
fourth great journey to Central Asia. This expedition, whose object it was to
continue archxologieal explorations in the Lop desert, and in o specified por-
tion of the T'ien Shan Mountaing, was largely financed by Harvard University
amd the British Museum. Unfortunately the sad realities of present conditions
in innermost Asin, ]hl‘r"i.'ﬂl‘lh]ﬂ thia scientific entorprise from heing carried out.
Alter procesding to Kishgar from ita base in Kashmir, the expedition was
held back by prolonged negotiations with the Provincial Government ot
Uramehi. By the middle of November, Sir Aorel Stein secored permission to
follow the camvan moute skirting the southem edge of the Takls Makan
desert. Permission was given Lo conduct sciemtific work and needful surveys
along cthe routo. On reaching the site of Domoko obstroction hegan to mani-
fest itsell. The Expedition was prevented by the local officials of the Keriyn
district from conducting excavations or making plans of ruined sites. On his
arrivil at the oasia of Charchan the oxplorer reccived the news that the
Nanking Government had cancelled his passport and insisted on the Expedi-
tion's return to India. For his return journey to Kishgar, 8ir Aurel Stein
chose the route leading past the Lop traot to the northern camvan route
along the T'ien SBhan mountains. Interesting observations were made during
this trip. On his return to Kishgar, Sir Aurel Stein resumed his negotintions
with the loeal authorities, and aftor another considemble delay, the explorer
was obliged to decide on his return to Kashmir., All objects of archmological
imterest eollected during the journey were deposited at the British Consnlate-
Genernl at Kishgar, nwaiting the Chinesr Government’s decision ns to their

disposal.

On his retum journey, Sir Aurel Stein had the good fortune to examine o
irge find of ancient manoecripts, discoversd by local inhabilants in & roined
Buddhist stfipa above the Naopir Village, somse two miles west of Gilgit Can-
tonment. Sir Aurel Stein's ecxamination haa shown that the bulk of the
manuscripts are writlen in the Central Asian Brahmi script on oblong birch
bark leaves. Of special interest is one manuoseript written on paper, and pro-
bably imported from Chinose Turkestin, Paleographic  indieations suggeat
that some of the manuscripts may date back to the VIth century A.D. The
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somplete excavation of the site, and of three smaller sifipns immedintely
adjoining it, s awnitod with great inlerest,

Another vast enterprise ia that of the Citrofn Expedition * Centro-Asio
which represents sn attempt to conquer by means of modern mechanical
transport the continent of Asin. This expedition organized and financed by
M. Andeé Citrain, iz commanded by M. Georges Haardt, sssisted by M. L.
Audounin-Dubreuil, snd a numerous stafl of scientists, mechanics, cinema-
operators, and photographers, The scientific side of the enterprise is ilirectod
by the Rev. Teilhand de Chardin, paleontologist and discoverer of a also-
lithic colture in the Ordos; M. Joseph Hackin, Keeper of the Musée Guoimot
and well-known archmologist : and M. André Reymond, biologist. Surveys will
be condncted by Lt. Poinl, commanding the China group of the expedition,
and Lt. Pecquenr. An artist is added to the stafl in the person of the well-
known Russinn artist Alexander Incoviefl. In eonmection with the Expedition
a pamphlet wos issued entitled ' L'Expédition Citroon-Centre-Asie ', which tells
about the organization of the expedition and its programme. This pamphlet
is mccompanied by s booklet containing o popular  historico-geogmphicsl
mocount of innermost Asin | Chinese Turkestin, Mongolin and Tibet | by
Professor I'. Pelliot | La Haute Asis, par Paul Pelliot /.

The purpose of the Expedition s to cross Asia from Beyrouth to Peking
on caterpillar cars, specially constructed for this purpose by the Citrofn Anto-
mohile Works, From Peking, the Expedition plans to sirike south to Hanoi
and Saigon in French Indo-ching, and from there to cross Siam, Burma, Nor-
thern India, Beluchistin, and rejoin the first route somewhere in Persin, From
the outset the Expedition was divided into two groups @ Groupe-Pamir, com-
manded by M. Haardt with a convoey of light caterpillars, and Groupe-Chine,
commanded by Lt. Point with s convoy of soven onrs.  The second group wos
despatebed from Marseilles to China with instructions to meet the first group
in Chinese Turkestin, The first group stirted its motor journey [rom Bey-
ronth and after an oneventful journoy neross North Mesopotamis, Persin and
Afghanistiin reached Srnagar on the Z4th of June, 1931, / IJLI.'I‘I-'IIE the Expe.
dition's stay in Kabul, a brief reconnaissance was conducted in the famous
Bimiyin Valley /. In Kuashmir the Expedition made o prolonged stay in
order to prepare the [urther route across the mighty mountain barriers to the
North. This portion of the route presented most of the difioultios lor meoln-
nieal transport. After o strenuous effort W bring some of the cars over the
narrow Gilgit route, the expedition was foreed to abandon its ears and proceed
to Kishgnr on carmvan animals. Misgar, the terminus of the Indian Telegraph,
was reached on the lst September, Then across the Kilik Pass / 15,544 feet ||
in the westernmost offshoots of the great Karmakornm Range, tho Expeiition
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journoyed towsnls Tish-kurghin, and resched KAshgar on the 18th SBeptomber.
Meanwhile the China group of the Expedition journeyed along the Peking-
Hsinchinng trade route, and duly arrived at Uromehi, capital of Heinchisng,
where the suthorities deprived it of the ear with the wireless installation.
From Kashgar, the first group proceeded along the caravan rowte to Aksu,
where it wns mobt by four oam soent from Urumahi by Li. Point, The last
available news tells that the first group joined the seeond group st Urnmchi
on the 26th October.

During the past years sovernl sttempls were made Lo open op innermost
Asia by motor transport. One of such Expeditions starting from China suececd-
od at the olose of the Croat War to cross the Uobl and to roach Uromohi.

The great scientific expedition to Central Asin, organized and directed by
the eminent Swedish Explorer Dr. Sven Hedin, after four years of highly
produotive work is still in the field. A weloomo and significant charotoristio
of this expedition is its close co.operation with Chinese scholars. A number of
Chinese acientista took part in the expedition and contributed greatly to its
suceess,  Dr. Yian discoversd in the northem slopes of the 1%ien Shan, east
of Urumohi, rich deposits of dinosaurus remains, and T. H. Ting conducted
important explorations in the western section of Chinese Turkestin,

In a letter to the wriler of the present note, dated Seplember Sth, 1031,
the great explorer writes:—

‘My expedition, to which I soon will retorn, is working in eight dilferent
groups in Hsin-chiang, Khams, Gobi and Mongolia. My Swedish archmologist,
Dr. Folke Bergman, has found over 10,000 M55, on wood from the early Han
dynasty—at Etsin-gol. Dr. Erik Norin has discovered the Permo-carboniferous
o pge and has definitely sstiled the question of dessication in Central Asia,
Dr Nils Hoormer has disoovered and surveyed the new Lop-nor.  Nils Ambolt
has determined with Inwar pendolom the gravity of many places of Eastern
Turkestan. Dr, W. Haude has gent up 353 pilot balloons to a maximum alti-
tude of 21,000 metres. [ have four very able Swedish geologists working in
Central Asin and they will give o quite new idea of the structure and strati-
graphy of the great continent.'

The important disoovery of Han doouments is the largest of its kind, and
the material will be studied by Professor Bernhard Karlgren of Goeteborg in
SBwoden, and Professor Lin Fu of Peking. The collection will be preserved in
Peking. Besides these Han documents, the expedition discovered soveral
hundreds of funeral inscriptions of V-VII centuries, and numerons inseripdions
of the Mongol epoch.
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Interceting discoveries ame roported by Dr. Erich Schmidt, field director of
the Persian Expedition of the University Museum and the Ponnsylvanis
Museum of Art, on tho wite of Tepe Hissdr, a few miles from Damghin,
lying some G0 miles south-east of the Caspisn Sea  The eivilization diseoverad
during the oxeavations may prove to be one of the connecting links between

the Indus civilization and Mesopotamin.
. o Roxgion,

We shall be glad to publish accounts of overy exploration in Central
Asin amd adjacent regions, which will bs brought to our notice.
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