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PREFACE

Tup perception of the Human Atmosphere
or Aura, by the sole emplovment of materi-
al means, at once makes the phenomenon a
physical question. From the first moment of
seeing the human stmosphere, 1 determined
to investigate the subject apart from all oc-
cultism: and, to remain unbiased, did not read
any accounts of the Aura until a large number
(over sixty) of patients had been inspected.
As all the descriptions and references to the
Aura that could be found were, without excep-
tion, in occult works, and afforded little assist-
ance to physieal investigation, I have decided
to insert no quotations. This resolution places
me in a peculinr position of having no authori-
ties to fall back upon, which in some ways is an
advantage, and a disndvantage in others.

The title of Human Atmosphere—a happy
inspiration of a friend—is especinlly appropri-
ate to the subject, because it conveys a clear
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ides to the Hm]enll publie, while the term
o Aurs,” notwithstanding its definition—"*any
subtle, invisible emanation, efluvium, or ex-
halation from a substance, as aroma of fHowers,
ete.”” (Webster's Dictionary}—is confined to
people possessing some knowledge of occultism.
The word Aura has, however, been retained for
shortness and convenience, as “‘Atmosphere’
would be misleading when used alone, and
when combined with ““Human’" is, to say the
least, cumbersome.

After what has been said about the desire to
be perfectly free from Oecultism, it may seem
strange that the expression Etherie Double
has been employved. This name was borrowed

from theosophic books, as no appropriate term
has as yet been devised.

W. J. K.

216 Lamioke Cimwvi,
Lokbox,
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